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fi While preaching at a crowded market at the
southern extremity of the city, I beheld two most
attentive and serious hearers, who attracted my atten-
tion by their demeanour. As I was leaving the
ground they saluted me, and made an appointment to
call on me next morning. Though we are four miles
from the place where they were stopping, they kept
their engagement on the morrow, and I had a long
and interesting conversation with them. They were
residents of the Lucknow district, not many miles from
Cawnpore. One of them informed me he had often
attended the religious gatherings called melas at the
most celebrated places of pilgrimage. He had heard
Christianity preached, had received tracts and portions
of the Scriptures, studied them at his home, when
there was no living teacher to direct him in the way
of life; and he said he had ceased to be a Hindoo, for
he no longer performed puja to the deities of the
Hindoo pantheon. He was a Christian, he said, but ho
could not as yet break his family ties, and therefore
continued a nominal Hindoo. He seemed anxious to
learn how to pray. I gave him suitable advice and
instruction, which I hope he will endeavour to observe,
and also furnished him with a small collection of prayers
in Hindee, and a few separate portions of the Scriptures,
&c.; in return, he drew out a rupee, of which lie
begged my acceptance. Being satisfied it was a volun-
tary offering, and not a piece of mere Oriental civility,
I gladly put it to the credit of the Bible Society, I
cannot help i&entioning one remark of his, which made